
ore than 450 delegates and 50 exhibiting firms with 130 representatives from all
over the globe met in Boston from February 16 to 19 in what all agreed was an
annual AAIE conference that breathed new fire into the Association.  The number
of participants at AAIE Annual Conference has increased sizably in each of the

last 4 years. This year’s attendance was 20% greater than that of 2005, also held in
Boston’s Westin Copley Place Hotel.

The program opened on a high note under the gavel of President Elsa Lamb and Executive
Director Dick Krajczar with the inspiring keynote of Dr. Ned Hallowell, Harvard Medical
School Professor of Psychiatry, who was introduced by Mary Ann Haas for sponsor
International Schools Services.  The elevated spirit that Hallowell created in his remarks
continued during the next two days with second-day keynoter Rick Wormeli, one of the
first teachers certified National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, whose most
entertaining, inspirational, and informative address was sponsored by Lehigh University
and introduced by Dr. Sally White, Dean of Lehigh’s College of Education.  The conference
closed on another upbeat when Robert Gross of Singapore accepted the Ernie Mannino
‘Superintendent of the Year’ honor as AAIE’s entry into the annual program of the
American Association of School Administrators. (More on Dr. Gross’ honor and his
speech, sponsored by The International Educator (T. I. E.), may be found elsewhere
in this issue.)

Early in the program, Executive Director paid tribute to five members who died during
the past year, Todd Elsey, George Marsh, Frank Hudak, John Stoops and David Tully.
Tully, former head of the São Paulo, Brazil, Graded School, was posthumously inducted
into the AAIE Hall of Fame.  His sons, Joshua and Samuel, were present to receive this
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40TH CONFERENCE A GREAT SUCCESS

By Dick Hall, Head of School, Washington International School;
Chair, NAIS Global Initiatives Task Force

The National Association of Independent School's (NAIS) best selling Trustee Handbook,
currently in its eighth edition, will be rewritten to meet the needs of trustees and board
members of American and other international schools. The project is a collaborative
effort involving AAIE in its expert role as a resource in the needs of overseas international
school board. The project has been encouraged and is supported by a generous grant from
the Office of Overseas Schools of the Department of State to AAIE and the other State
Department funded regional organizations. The Handbook, widely used in the US by
independent school trustees as a development tool and permanent reference about their
expected roles, will now be made suitable through AAIE members’ counsel for use by
overseas school board members as a similar self-contained orientation aid in helping
them better understand their importance in effective school governance.
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